[Comparison of efficacy of chloroquine versus sulfadoxine-pyrimethamine in malaria prevention in pregnant women in the Toamasina region (Madagascar)].
Malaria still represents a great cause of death in sub-Saharan African areas, mainly among pregnant women. We conducted this prospective study during two years in a malaria-endemic stable region in the east of Madagascar (Toamasina) with an aim to compare the efficacy of weekly chloroquine (CQ) and the use of intermittent presumptive treatment by sulfadoxine-pyrimethamine (SP). 519 pregnant women were included in this study (CQ = 285; SP = 256). Socio-demographical characteristics of each group were identical. We found more peripheral parasitemia (CQ = 8.07% vs SP = 2.73%; P = 0.0068) and severe malaria in the CQ group (CQ = 1.75% vs SP = 0%; P = 0.0332). Anemia was more frequent in the CQ group (CQ = 4.21% vs SP = 0.35%; P = 0.0038). Placental infestation rate was also higher in the CQ group (CQ = 7.01% vs SP = 0.39%; P = 0.00001). Low birth weight and fetal death were lower in the SP group respectively [(CQ = 4.21% vs SP = 0.78%; P = 0.0121) and (CQ = 1.75%vs SP = 0%; P = 0.0332)].